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.'\hstrart-C:ut people sense teleprthically who is sending thern an ernail bc.ftrre
they receive it'l Subjects. aged from l2 to 66 yenrs. registered online wirh the
nalnes and entail addrr"'sses of 3 senders. A cornputer selected a sender at rnndonr.
and asked hitn to send an email nlessage to the subject via the computer. The
cotnputer then asked the subject trr guess llrc sender's narne. and delivered thc.
Inessagb- after receiving the gue$s. A test ctrrrsisted of 6 or 9 trials. In a total of
-tl9 trials. incltding data from inconrplete tests. there were 175 hits Al.8Vol,
significantlv ahove the 33.3% r"-harrce levt--l 1p : .0001). Hit rates in incolnplete
tests were higher than in conrplete tests. There was no significant difference
benreen hit rates with male and female subjects. The highest hit rates were with
subjects in the 20-29'year age group. The ettect size in these tests was lower
than in previous telephone irnd elnail telepathy tests. in spite of the fact that they
were unsupervised. One reason lnay be that subjects were being asked to guess
who had sent thenr a tnessage several minutes earlier. rather than thinking about
thern sintultaneously.

Kn'v'o n I s : erna i I mes snges-telepath y-ES P-a utolnated test

Introduction

IMost peoltlc claitn to ltavc cxpericnccd tclcpathy. cspurcially irr c(ulncctiorr rvith
tclcpltttrtc culls {Brown & Shckh'rkc. ICX)l: Slrcklrirkc. 2fX)0. 2003). Typically.

;xoplc sav thal tlteY havc lhought ol'st>lnconr' lil' no appilrcnt rcils()n. and tlrcn
tltal 1rcrson clllctl. crr lltcy knew rvlru u.'as calling rvlrcn thc phonc rung l,,,*l'trrc
itnswcring i l or looking at a callr-rr idcnti l ication displav.

Tclc'pltottc tclcpathy lrirs [rccn invusligatctl cxpcrinlcnlall]' by nrcans ol' ran-
tlonrizctl trials itt wlticlt sutrjccts rcccivcd a call frorn onc ol' lirur potential callcrrs
(.$hcldrakc & Stttart. l(X)-l:r.h: .Sltcldrakc et al..2O0{). Thcsc l irur pcoplc wcrc
n(ull ittate(l in utlvitttcc lrV lhc participall(s t ltctttsclyes. and wctt gsutl ly peplrle
tltcy krtcrv rvcll. In a givcn trial. thc callcr wits Picketl at lantlollr try lhe r. 'x1xri-
tltcnlcr. Whc'tr lhc tclcph()nc rilng. the participitnt $ucsscd rvlro rvas calling tre tirrc
thc trthcr pcrs()n sPolig. Thc grtcss u,as eilhcl righl or wroflg. B,r clrance. partici-

Jran(s tvoultl havc hccn right abiltrt onc lirrtr-' in lirrrr. ln it l()titl ol 17 | I'itlcotaFd
t r i i r l s . -15 ' , i  o l ' t l t cgucsscswerch i ts (c l ' l i ' c ts izc t ) . - t5 :  l t< l  x  l0* :Shc ld rake &

:e
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.10 R. Sltcldrakc & L. Avnrantit lcs

Smar't. l(}0]trt. Callcrs und plrt ieipants u'cre in sonlc clscs tlxrusands ol'ki lonrc-
tt 'os a$,a\, l iorn clclt r i l l tcr. In a rc;l l icaliru al lhc Univcl'si ly t l l 'Arnslcrthrtt thc lt i t
mtc rvas also signil icantlv atrovc ehance (Lolrach & Biernran. 2($.{).

A sirnilal '  kind ol' apparcnl tclcpalhy occurs in conncction with crnails:
s()nlc()nL' thinks rlf a pL'rson lirr no ilpparenl rea.son artl soon alicrwiu'ds rcccil'cs
ln crnail t i ttnt that pcr'son (Shcldlakc.2tx)-l). Tlt is pltcnornenon has bcen investi-
galcd cxpcrimentrl ly using a sirnilar prrrccdurc to thc telephone lelc'palh1' tcsts.
Palticipants hatl l irur potcntial crrtailcrs and in cach trial thc scrndcr was sclcclctl
at ranrlonr. Onc nrinute hclixc the cnrail rvas dtrc to bc scrrt. thc suhjcct gucsscd
rvlrtrnr il u'oultl hc lirlnr. ln l17 vidcota;,*-tl lrials, thc hit lalc rvas 17(:l't . signili-
cantf,v i1$1)ve thc clrlnec lcvclol '25t/i ftt : 0.5.p < | x lO{, Sltcldrakc & Srttiu't.
2005 ).

In this l'rill-,\-*r wc cfcscritrc an autr)rlratc(l procctlure t() lcsl litr crttail tclcpathl'.
Plcviorts rcst'arclr rvith autornilL'd tclepath.v (c'sts hls involved ltrtcntct-basetl

lrrtrcedul'es (Sheltlrukc & Lrnthclt. 2{l$7 ) lnd a test involving tcxt nlcssagcs (rn
rnolri lc tclcPhoncs (Shc'ldlirke ct al.. in prcss). hut l lr is is the l irst t inrc an luto-
malcd enrail tclepathy lesl hirs been carricd tlttt. Thc purpxrse ol"this investigatittn
was kr ctpklre: the lt 'asihil i ly of such a tcst. Tlrc cxpc'rinrcnts rvcrt carlictl ottl
trnder unsupcrvisctl conditions so we cannot lrc surc thal none ol' lhc parlicipants
wctr chcating. Hcrtcc thc rcsults cannol lrrovidc strong cvidcncr' lir tc1*t']t,tt.
Irowcvcr positivc lhcv ntay bu. But dcveloping aulorttatcd procedures lhat can
hc trsccl trntler "real-lit'e" contlitiotrs alntost anvrvhe re in the wtrrld ()pcns up tltc
pnssibility ol' inde'p,.--nclcnt. suJrcrl'iscd tcsting lrv organizcd groulrs in scltools.
collcges and clsc'rvhcre. This autontatcd rnethod rninirnizcs cxpcrirlrr'rtter cfl'ccts
antl pcrttti t s rv itlc sprcad palt i ci ltatirt n.

ln the. light ol'rersults lionr pt'evious rcse'arch on lclcphone. ernail and lnternel
trrlcPathv. ortr hypothcsis wus tlrat ltit ratcs irt thr' autonlrte(l etnail lclcpittlty tcst
w()uld trc alrove clrance. trut that thc cfiL'ct sizc would tx srnallcr than in previous
tclcplxlnc and cnrail tclcpilthy (csts l ix t lo rcasons.

First. in c'xpcrinlenls on tclcphonc arrl clnail tclcpathy. participants rvcrc
r'ecluitud on tlrc trasis ol ' lhcir apParcnt telcpathic scnsitivity. wltr- 'rcas in the
cxperimcnl tlest:ribcd hclc tlterc was no suclr sr'lcctitln.

Second, in thc lelephonc and c:rnail crJrcrirncnts. participattls were askcd to

Fucss who tt,as erl l ing or enrail irtg whilc (he olhcr pt:rson was acluirl lv ttn thc
tclcphonc or rvlit ing thc crnail. [n the automatcd crnail tclcpatlty tcsts. participants
n,cle lrskcd to guess wlto lratl scnt an cntail several rtrinutcs atr('r, or sotttctintes
rn()re than hall 'an hour hclirrc thcy madc thcir guess. Thus thc tclepatlt ic conlact
n,as nol sirnullancotrs. and wc hypothcsizctl lhirl this u'ould trt lucc't l 'rc c' l ' l l 'ct.

Nlethods

Pntcedure

Partici lrants legislcrcd onlinc lhrrruglr
rvu'rv.sl'tclth'akc,org. Thc sutr.iccts ctrlcrL'(l

Rupc'rl Shc'lt lrakc's (RS's) Web silc.
their lirst tnd sccond nattres. !ir:\. ilgr'
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An Autr)ntatcd Enrli l  Tclcpltlrv Tcst

and crnail irt ldress. itnd als() cntcrctl thc nanres ol'thrce contircts (l irst nanrcs onl))
togcthcr rvith llrr-'ir enrail addrcsses.

All participants reccivctl a rvclcontc crnail rlrcsslge. antl thcr sutrjcct was told
thal sla- could stop ther tcst al any tirnc by crnail ing STOP to thc syslcnr. Thc'n lhc
tcsl pnrceedcd as lirllows:

l. Aller a randorn tittte delay ol'hctwccn I and 4 rninulcs. lhc systcnr sclcctcd
onc ol' the con{itcl.s itt rilndottt and .sent lrinr il nle.\silgr' rcarling. "'This is
tlte tclcpalhy tcst. Plcasc scnd ln clnail rcply rvhich w*il l  bc l irrw,,r.1*, ,u
Isubje'ct's nat]re f . hr not alterrtpt lo c11s11',., Isubjcct's nanlel t l ircctl l,. Thank

Iou.' '
2. Thc contact lhen wnrtc a mLrssilgc to thc subject and sent il hack tt-r lhc

svstent. rvlticlt thcn itnnrcdiatcly scnl a tcxt nrcssagc t() thc suh.icct rcading
"Dcar lsuhjcct's natttcl ()nc ()l your contacls lras scnt y()u a nlcssitgc. Plelse
rcpll 'and gue ss rvho has sent i l . Thank )'ou."

-1. Tlrc suh.iecl t ltcn scnl an crnail hack ltr lhe system rvith (lrc narrrc she guessc'tl.
Wltcn this hatl lrscn rcceivLrd [ry tltc systcrtr and thc data rccordcd. lhc
Incssagc li'txtr tltc cottlltct wAs sr'nt on to thc suhjcct. wlro thcrclirrc rer:civu'tl
itttnrctliltut lc'cdhitck;ts [o whctlter thc gucss wils c()tTccl or not.

-1. After a mndottt titttc tlclav tlris proccss wits rcPcatcd until thc strtlcct hatl
conlplclcd 9 trials. at rvhich stilgc thc tcsl was c()nlplete. Slrc thcn rcccivcd
it nlessa$c saying "Thrnk you lirr tlking part in this tcst. Yrru scorcd
Inunttrt:r of hitsl corrccl trul ol'9 trials. Plea.sc tcxt lhc rvtx'd START il'you
rvislt to tlo l lrc' lcsl again." Alicr thc l i lst ,4 lnonlhs rl l ' testing. lhc nulntxr ol
trials 1'rcr test rvas rsduuctl lirur 9 to 6. hut cverytlring elsc rcrnirincd thc
silntc.

Tlte data wcrc' stofcd tttt lttt onlirtc tlatalrase. accessihlc b\, thc usc of il pass-
wottl. Whcn group lcaclcrs wcrc r'ccruiting subjccts. lhcy asked thcrn all to lcgistcr
rvitlt tltc sanle group nilnre. and try using tlris group nilrnc as il pitssword. thc
leadel crluld access lltc data fronr all rncrnbcrs of his gr'oup. Thc tlatat'rasc
displayctl a chronological l ist ol 'rcsulls. with onc l inc pcr tr-.st. giving ttrc suhjcct's
nanlr. tttrt suhiect's scx and rtgc. tltc tlatc lnd tirnt: at which thc tcst startctl.
t l tc nuttthel ol 'tr ials and thc nurnher ol ' lr i ts. Also. scparirtc colurnns shorvcd thc
nuttrbc-r rt l ' lr ials and lt its t lrat occurcd less than J lninutcs al'tcr l lre crlnl{cl sent I
rnessalic to thc sttbjcct. tlrose thal occul'rctl -1-lO rnintrtcs irltcrrvartls. antl thusc
tltal rlccuncrl rttorc than lO nrinutes aftcrwal'ds, In tddition. lor cach tcst it rvas

1-rossitrlc tt l display l l l  the dctails trial hy triul. antl a l 'ul l l ist ol-all rne ssagcs scnt
anrl reccivctl l ty thc svstcnt during thc lcsl, together rvith tlrc t inrc at whiclr t lrcy
wcrc st'nl ur reccivcd" rccordetl to {hc ncill'csl sccond.

S.t'.rt{,rrr ond P rog ranun i n g

Tltr: systcnl was tlcvclopctl antl operated bv N'lotrili Lttl. ir Short N{cssagc
Scrvicc (SMS ) solutions and application lrrovitlcr. Mohil i had an crnail gatcwa]'
t lt i t l  cnahlccl (:t ls(()t l lel 's (() scntl attt l rcccivc cltt it i l  t l lLrssilgcs.
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1 : R. Sltcklrake & L. Avraanrit lcs

The prrtgrarnttt ing cnvironmcnt wils lvl icrosoll Visual Studio. uti l ising tlrc
Ttxrls lor M.S .SQL Scn'cr. Thc coru ol' l l tc applicalion rvas wriltcn in T:SQL. thc'
languagc lirr opcrltions rvitlr tlirlabascs in SQL scrvcr'. Thc vcrsion usetl lor this
applicalion \uas SQL Scner 2([O. Miclosol' l  SQL has its own tlevekrper uti l i t ies
wlticlt tt'r-'rc sul'licicnt lirr rlcvclrtping this rpplica{ion. Thc stantlard Microsol't
SQL procctlttrcs lirr gencrating scetl nutnbcrs and nrndorn ntunhcrs wcrc usctl (rr
sclcct lhe conlac(s ltx'cach (cst.

Parts trl'tlre aPplicalion wcrL' pr'()granlnrctl in VB Scl'ipl (Visull Basic Scrilrtl.
This script wils uscd to prust'rtl tlu rcsults on tlrc Wch. All thc Wcb pagcs wcrc
ASP pagcs. a vcrsion ol'VB Script.

Tltc rpplication scnt cntail rllessilgcs using SQL sr'rvcr and SMTP .*.*r\iet'.
lnbound crttails \r 'cre rcceil 'ed using a vcrsion ol'an erlttail cl ie'nt rvhich pri-

otlicitlll'' c()nnccls to a P()P.l '..-r'vel ittttl dtrwt'rltxuls and copies all ncwlv reccirctl
nlcssagcs to x .1u,.,rasc. Tltis l'crsion tll' the crnilil client \ras pr()gl'arnnrcd irr
Micrrrsoll Visual Sttrdio 6.o anrl in language C++.

Thc higgcst techtticrl protrlcnl wc cttcottntcrcd was that sornc spnrl liltcrs
l'rloeked enrails li"ortt lhc systcnr and hr:ncc s()ntc patlicipants did not rccsive
cttutils llrrtn it. Ttr ctunk-rract tltis. rvc lskcd all PafliciPants lo put llrc cnrail
addrcss ul-tltu sYstcnl in tltcir adtlrcss lrook. rtt othcrlisc try to stop thcr spanr
li l lers hlttcking tltc tncssrtgcs. But sr)fl1s plr ' l icipanls wcre sti l l  unahle lo stop
lltc tttcssages bcing bltrku'd itntl hcnce could ltot lnke pilrt in lhc tcst. Alstl. s()nlc
cntail systcnts. l ikc ltotntail.cont. dit l not alwavs furrction properly rvith our
applicatittn. antl he ncc sornc piuticipanls \\,crc'cxcludcd li'onr thc systcnt.

Partie iprnnts

Parlicipattts wcrc rccruitctl in trvo \uavs. First. tlrrough RS's \LIcb silc. rvhc^rc
ilny()nc could vtlluntccr to titkr-' part, Sccond. lry scvcrirl Rcst-'irfclt Hcl;rrs, volun*
lccrs rvho rvcrc tlking pilrt undcr the aegis ol'thc Pcrrott-Warrick Prrrject. ol-rvhiclr
R..S. is Dircctor'. Tltcsc \!'crr'pc()Ple u,ho rvishctl kr gain s()nlc rssc'arch cxpcricncc.
Each ol' lhertt was itskctl lo drl lhe tcst lhcnrsc'lvcs anil thcn recruit othcr sub.jccls
lionr uttong lhcir li'ie ntls und lirmily nrcrnhcrs. Thcy the nrsclvcs usually servctl as
u contact in thc te sts with the palticipants thev rccruitr-rd and usuallv registercd tlre
sulriects.

Sulticcts werc hctwcen l2 antl 66 yclrs old. with thc nra.iority rged hetwcen
30 and l!).

.9tatistics

Tltc rcsults tucfr] attah,scd ttsing tltc hinortti i t l  tcsf: l lu chancc;rrohabil ity ol 'tt
It i t rvas .3.1. Sinplc-sidctlP vulucs rvcrc usctl. Thc null hvpotltcsis rlas tlr irt t lrc hit
ratc in tlte tests u'uuld n()l he signil icantly dil ' l 'crcnt l 'rorn tlte chartcc levcl. For
cotttparisons of cli l ' l l 'rcnt scts ol 't lata. c.g.. l i 'onr rnalc' and lL'rurlc sub.iccts. lhc
I x 2 chi-xlttlrc lcsl was trscd. Cohcn's cl't'cct siz.c r/ was calculatccl accorilirrg
trr  lhe l t t rntul i t  t l  :  (p ( l r i ls  obscrvut l )  -  0.- l , l ) /  sq[ t (0. ]" i  x O.6(r) .  w'hcrc P (hi ts
olr:e r'\ 'cdl is l l te Prrrlrru'l iort t l l 'hi ls.
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An Autorturlcd Errtir i l  Tclcgrlt lt l . '  TLst

Resrdts

OverallRcsrrltr

I n a lolal ol '4l9 lr ials. thcrc wcrc 175 hits (-l l  .Sti l . signiticunllv nrorc tlran tht:
3J.J{,i cxpcctctl lry chancc tp : .(XX)l).

Not all the sub.iects crtntplcte'd thc prcslrccilietl nurtthcr ol' trials in l tcst.
In some'casLrs rtnc ol'thcir contacts tl id not rcsl 'xurd. in ()thcni thcy had lo sloJr the
tcst lrccause they ri ln out of t irnc. in sonrc there were lcclrnieal l irults with thc
systenl thal tcrnrinated thc test l(x) s(x)n. and in so111g thcy nral' sinrply lravc
deciclc'd tr) stop. This raiscs tltu Ptrssibility of rn "optional stopping" artclacl.
rvhcrct'rv greoplc rvith lorv lril ratcs stogr lntl onlv thosc rvith high hit ratcs r()nlpL'te
thc lcsl. H(')wevcr. t lrcrc wcre 37 urntplete te'sl.s u'i lh a loll l  ol '276 trials. in u'hir. 'h
tlrclc rvclc 106 trits {ltt.,{f i ' .  p :.{)l}. Ol'thesc tcsts. l7 had hit ratcs abovc l lrr-r
chancc lcvcl. lo rvere at t lrc chance levcl. and I I u'crc txlorv it. In thc irtcturplctc
tcsts.  thclc wcrc l4J t r ia ls rv i th 69 hi ts t4X." l l l :1t  .=.Of i ) l ) .  Tlrr 'h i t  ratc in thc
inconrplclc lcsls rvirs irr l 'nct signil iclntly lt iglrcr (l) : .O5) tltun in tlrc conrplctc
tcsts.

In thc cornqrlctc tcsls. lhc hit ratc in the l irst 3 tl ials rvus -lf l  oul o[ | I I l-1.].1' l I
contptred rvith 5tt out ()l '  165 (35.2{,{ } in thc subscqucnt trials. This dif iL' lrncc wits
nrrt signil icitnt al l l tc p .= .()5 lcvcl.

Effects of Delateel Ouesses

Thc txginrting ol'cach trial took placc rvitlr a randoru tirnc dcliry a[tr-'r thc
cnding of thc prcvious trial. Thcl'c wct'c also variahlc dclays in l lrc rcsp(urscb ()l '

thc contrcls hr the rc.qucst lo sentl l rr'rcssilgc. sr)nlc ol"which rvcrc duc to unprc-
dictable dcluys in thc dclivel' ics u[ crnails tty thc lntcrnet systcnl artd also vlri lhlc
delays in thc [csl)()nscs of tltc c()ntilcl\.

Alier lltc' contact scnt his tttc'ssagc to tlte systcrtt, tltc systt.'nl senl an etttail
witlrin a l'crv sccontls to thc subject asking |re'r to glucss tvhonr tlrc ntessagc was
ll'tlrn. Thcre rvcrc variablc tlclays br.'lirre tlrc suhjcct rtratle hcr gucss antl scnt it
track to tlrc syslc-rtt. variahle dclays in thc transntission tlf thc cntail to the subicct
by the Intcr'rrct syslcrn. and viu'ilt'rle dchys in thc suhjcct responding t() the tcxl
n'lcssflSe .

Thc cract tirncs at rvhich all rtresslgcs welc se nt lnd rcccivcd wcrc lecortlctl tttt
thc datatrase [o thc nearest sccond. The delays in rcsponscs by thc sutriects alicr'
thc ctrrttacts scnt thcir nressagcs wcrc groupett into thrcc cittcgorics: dclays ol'lcss
t l r i rn J rninutes.  - l -10 nr inutcs and rnolr  than lOnr inutes.  In l6 l  out  of  - l l9 t r ia ls
1.1t1(,/r l. thc l itttc hctwccn tltcconli lcl scndins lris ntcssagc and the sub.icct rttaking
hcr guess rvas lcs: than 3 rninutcs (Tirblc l). Thc hit ratc in tlrcsc trials rvas 42.JQ
(1 t  :  .111r .

In 7t{ lr ials thc del:ry *'as t ',.- luccrt . l antl lO nrinules. and lrcrc thc hit ratc rvas
- l2. l l i .  s l ight lv l rckxv thc c l rancc lcr ,c l .  l l thougl t  not  s igni l icanl lv so.  l l l  l l {O l l ia ls
tfrs dclavs wcl'c nlurg l l111p l0 rninutcs: l lrc hit rale rvas -15.6(i (1.t: .0(X)J).
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TABLE I
Hit Rates in Trials with Different Dela;-s hetrueen Contact Sending r lr4essage and

the Subjc'cl Responding

Delay tnrin) Trials trt) H i l s  (n ) Hits tr.,? i

<,- ,)

t-r0
,:.- lO

t 6 t
78

r80

.{:.2
32. l
45.6

68
25
82

slightly higlrcr'than i lr tr ials with lcss than J tninu(cs dclay. but this dil lL'rLrncc $'its
not sti l t isl ica l l.v signil icant.

Effects of Subjects'Se.r and Age

With nrl le subjct:ls (hcrc rvcrc 265 tr ' ials rvilh l l5 hits (4.1.-+',4 ). antl rvith
ll 'nule subiccts l5-l tr ir ls rvith 6() hits t39.{)rl ). Thc higlrcr hit ratc wilh rtrak's
than [cnmlcs was not stat is l icnl ly s igni l icant (p :  .37).

Tlrc hit rutc's lirt suh.jects ol'tlitlbrcnl agcs arc slxxvn in Tatrle l. Thc higlrcst
rllcs wcrc in thc l{}-19-vcar irgc gr()up antl lhc krwcst in thc .1(}-39 gr{}up.

Dlscussion

( )trr hypothesis rvits t lrul lr it ralcs in an Aul()rniltc(l cnrail tclePatlty' test rvould
tx lbor;e chancc lcvcls. but thc r-' l l 'cct sizc rvoultl be snraller than in prcvious
tclcplronc anrl crnail tclepntlly cxpcrimcnts. in rvhiclr l lrc ctlntacts rvcre l irussing
on thc suh.jcct rvhcn slrc rnade hcr guess. antl in rvhich rvc clrosc suhjects u'ho
wcrc unusullly' scnsitivc. Wc cxpectcd a lorvcr cll'ect sizc bccausr' thc suhjects
in this autornatcd crnail cxpcrirncnl rvcrc not sclcctcd on lhc basis of apparcnt
lclcpathic ability. and llso lrrcau.,,* thc stthjccls guc'sscd rvho lurd scn( thcrn a nres-
sagc onl,v alicr thc nrcssagc hud r',Lcn scnt. Ttrc o\rer'illl hit rate ttf J I .lJ{,4 rvas ittrove
thr'clrancc lLrvcl of 33.1{./r {;r: .f iX)l). but the clft 'ct sizc (d: O.2) rvas intlc.ed
srrtit l lcr than in lclcphrrnc tclepatlry tcsts (r/ : 0.5: Shc'ldrake & Srtttrt. 2tx)ih)
and sinrul tancous cnrai l  tc lcpi l th) ' tests (d:  { } .5:  Slrc ldrakc & Snral t .2(n}5).  We
havc also carriccl ottl a sitrtilar itulotnaletl cxJrcrintenl involving SMS tlcssaftcs

TABLE 2
Hit Rntes with Sutrjects of Ditl'erent Ages

Age 
!,vr)

l5- t  9
:o-19
-10-39
-{f}--19
50-5e
00-69

Trials {rr ) Hi ts ( r r t Hitl (':r t

50.0
52.9
-t6.I
-16.7
{o.0
.1o.8

2
5rt
J9
l 8
t 0

r0 l

{{
I t)1
l l 6
+9
25
-rl
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rathcr thart cnrails. antl hctc t(x) tlrcrc rvas a krrv cl'lcct sizc. Jrrotrably lirr thc snnte'
rcirsons: a lrit ratc ttl' 37.91 cornparcd with .ll.3T cxpc'cled hy chancc {p - .1y11'
d  :  O. l  t  tShe ldrakc  c t : r1 . .  in  p ress)

\\/e cxJrccted lhal lhc krngcr the tlel:ry in thc rcsp()nse of tlrc subjcct. lhc lorvcr
lltc ltit nrtc rvoulcl bc. With short dclA,l's ol'lc'ss than -l minutcs. hil ratcs wrre alrove
chancc. artd lirr delays trctwecn -l and l0 rninutcs. hit ratcs did indcerl drup to
cltance levels (T:rblc l). But lor dcl.ys' ol ' ovcr l0 rninutcs. thc lt i t ralcs u,ere
sligltt ly lr ighcr than in trials wilh less than .1 rninutes't lclay. A similar pattcrn rvas
l'ou11r.1 in our auturnated SMS tcsls (Sheltlrake ct al., in press). Horvever'. in neithcr
casc \f i ls this dil l 'ere ncc significant. In l l turc sludies. it rvrrult l he possihlc to intru-
ducc random tlelays into the systcnr so tlurt a vu'ide rangc of dclaycd respr)nscs
coulcl [x studicd systentatically in ordcr to l ind out whcthcr seerningly telL'prthic
l'csp()nses llrll ol'f rvitlr tinre nllcr tlrc nlcssagr' is scrtl. or not.

In this crpcrinrcnt. thc hit rate in inconrplcte tests was highcr tl lan in tlre c(lrn-
plclc lcsts. Why shoultl this lte? ()ne possihil i ly is that sutriects hart highcr hit ratcrs
irt thc lirsl lbrv trials hceause tltcy rvcrc flx)rq involvctl: llrcy Inay havc lrccarnc
l'ro1g{ or irnpaticnt with thc experirncnl as tinre wcnl on. T[r tcst this possihil i t l ' ' .
wc c(lnrparcd lhe hit rate in thc lirsl thrc'c (rials of thc conrpleletl tests tvith tltc
latcr trials. Thc hit ratc rvas inclccd ltighcr in the carlicr trials. 13.2q as ('rpp()scd

ltr 35.29i. lrul this dil ' l 'elencc was nr)[ statisl ically signil icant. Nevcrtlrclcss.
it rvoultl trc rvollh lintling out in luttui: autornalctl tcsts wlrcthcr lrit ra(cs arc
gcncmllv trighcr in earlicr trials.

Thcsc lcsts u'cre unsulxrviscrd. and lhcrclillc lhe possibility ariscs that solnc
people rvcre cltcating. Howcver. lfu hit ratcs rvcrrc relativcly low. anrl rnany pcoplc
scored at or trckrrv clrance lcvcls: chcrting cottld not hnvc lrcen cortrllon. rilher-
rvisc' ltil rrtcs woultl havc becn nruch highcr. And nrosl pcoplrr had no ntotivc ter
chcat: lhLry worc curiotts ahout thc'ir orvn abilities and wanted to lind out htrv tltcy
u,ould larc in lhc tcst. Nevctthr-'lcss. wc cflnn()l t'ulL' oul thc lrossibili{y that s()nlc
pcoplc cltsatlrcl somc of thc titrtc.

Tltc trcst way lo rule out chcating is tti ciu'r'1,out sup,c-rvised tests in wltich lhct
suhjccls arr-r lilrned con(inuously. and then thc lilrns arc cxanrinc'tl carc'frtlly by
an inelc1,.*ntlent cvirlttrttrr'. so tlurt any trials can lrc tlisqualilicd in which suhjects
lcccivc telcphttne calls or cntails or lcttt ttlessitgLrs, or in rvlticlt a third party passcs
()n lny inlirrnration lo thcrn. Prrxcdules of this kind ltave in lact becn uscd in tcsts
on telephonc (Shcklrakc & Snrart. 1003b). urnail (Shclclrnkc & Srtrart. 2005t lntl
SMS tc lcpath) (Sheldrakc et  a l . .  in prcss).  Evcn rvhen al l  thcst 'possihlc k int ls ol '
cheal.ittg wcrc ruled ottt. the hit rate s rvcre wcll ;rbtrvc chance .

Linsu;xrviscrl te'sls urc valuabh: in lhcir orvn right l i lr an cxploration o[ a ncw
rt'rr-'lhotf . as irt lhc ptcx'rtl stu(lli. antl also lilr ctutparison of viu'ilble s thal atL:ct ltil
r i t lcs. In this exlo-rirncnl. r 'r, 'c studicd ortl l  scr and rgc. and lountl ntt signil icant
rlil'l'crcnccs.

This cx1-*rirttr:nl slrorvs tltat urttrunatcd cnrail tcrlcpalhy tesls arc l 'casihlc:.
trut t lr ir l an ernail svs{cnr r)l '  this kinrl is rof i1 goorl way' lo tcst l irr tcrlcplthy
sirnultancousl!. wlrich is lrurv it sccnrs to ou'cul' in lcal l i t i ; {Sheltlrakc. 2o0.11. All
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tltcsc tri i t ls involved dclays t.*[t\ccn thc corrl lct scntl ing thc cnrail lntl the' subjcct
gucssing rvlto lt i td scnt it. during *'hich tirnc the caflcr's attcnlion has shitiL't l
clscrvhere. Thc cll'cct sizc rvas low. cvcn in unsupcrvisetl trials rvhcrc clrcating
rvas lrossible. \Vc cone'ludc that this 1v1y t)l'stu{y'ing tclepathV is ttttt ycfy cl'tl'c-
tivc. The same is truc ol-SN{S tcst sysle nrs. which alstr sul' l 'cr l irrnr built- in dclays
lxtrvccn lltc cttnlact scnding tl'.* nlessagt"t and thc suhicct lnaking il guess.

Tir avoid the prtrblctn of dclavs. art aulornated systcnl lbr testi ltg tclc'pathy lnust
involve lhe subir:ct ntaking i l gucss rvhilc thc conlact is lbcussing on hcr. Sirnultl-
rrcitv could bc aclticvcd bv ntcans ol' ln aul()rniltc(l lcst lirr rJirscl tclephonc
telcpathy in n,hiclt l lndorttly serlcctcd cont:rcts tclcphonc lltc subjccl via thc
svste rn urtd are asked to holtl orr rvhilc thc sulrjcct rnakcs lrer gucss. Tlrc linc ()l,L-ns
up onll 'al ' tcr the gucss has hcn rccortlctl hv thc svstern. and thc lwo can thcn lalk.
( )ur nu'xt cxlxrirnenls rvil l  involvc an aut()nlater.l systcnr ol 'this kind.
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